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(AS-18)
April 8, 2013
Members Excused:
C. Egan, G. Gechter, D. Kinnunen, M. Ram, L. Williams
Members Absent:
I. Basurto, H. Deoghare, T. Dupont-Morales, D. Freed, A. Jassim, K. Kurtural, S. Ogunjemiyo, N. Spiro, K. Tenbergen, P. Waer, J. Wang
A meeting of the Academic Senate was called to order by Vice Chair Ayotte at 4:11 p.m. in the Library Auditorium, Room 2206.

1.
Approval of the Agenda.  
MSC to approve the agenda.
2.
Approval of the Minutes of 3/18/13.
MSC to approve the minutes of 3/18/13.

3.
Communications and Announcements. 


A.
Vice Chair Ayotte reported that no nominees to serve on the Search Committee for Associate Vice President for Strategic Communications and Marketing were received; therefore the Senate is to appoint two full-time tenured faculty. Vice Chair Ayotte read the call for nominations aloud, announced that the hiring timeline will likely continue past commencement, and asked for nominations from the Senate floor. 
Senator Botwin (Psychology) volunteered to serve on the committee.

MSC to approve Senator Botwin to serve on the Search Committee for Associate Vice President for Strategic Communications and Marketing
Senator Van Vleck (Economics) volunteered to serve on the committee.

MSC to approve Senator Van Vleck to serve on the Search Committee for Associate Vice President for Strategic Communications and Marketing
Senator Kensinger (Women’s Studies) recommended that the Senate make an effort to encourage faculty with expertise in the discipline to join future search committees.

Vice Chair Ayotte encouraged Senators to discuss with their departments the need to answer calls for committee nominations to ensure faculty representation in university governance.

B.
It was announced that Undergraduate Research Grant applications are due April 12th.
4.
New Business.
There was no new business.

5.
Professional Science Master’s Degree in Water Resource Management – University Graduate Committee. 
MSC to waive second reading.

MSC to approve the Professional Science Master’s Degree in Water Resource Management – University Graduate Committee.  [5 Abstain]

6.
Academic Senate Resolution on Annual Reports – Loretta Kensinger. First Reading.
Senator Kensinger read in the resolution and provided the rationale for its conception – so faculty are aware of important actions and are able to apply a voice, reports submitted in the fall semester accommodate faculty’s busy spring schedules, and to require a report and give procedure for its draft.
Senator Botwin supported the resolution, but questioned whether it is a prelude to changing the Senate’s constitution.

MSC to amend the resolution to include the statement “Be it also resolved that the Senate Executive Committee propose appropriate language to bring the Senate Bylaws or Constitution up to date with this resolution” at its end. 
Dr. Caldwell, Associate Vice President for Faculty Affairs, recommended that because of this resolution it may be a good time to review the Senate’s constitution and bylaws.

Senator Rios (Military Science) expressed concern that the reports may inspire additional action by the Senate when they are only intended as reports. Senator Kensinger responded that reports would not be action items, but rather communications and announcements.

MSC to waive second reading. [3 No]

MSC to approve the Resolution on Annual Reports from Chairs of Senate Standing Committees.  [4 Abstain]
The Senate adjourned at 4:32 pm.

The next scheduled meeting of the Academic Senate will be announced.
An Agenda will be distributed prior to the meeting.
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