DSP Program Preliminary Research Findings


Crisco, Fall 2007

Is the DSP program working? For the most part . . .

How sure are you of your decision (from the f‘06 beginning of the semester survey to students)?

93% of English 10 students and 96% of English 5A were at least adequately sure that they made the right choice in classes. 

· For those who chose English 10: very sure: 59%, mostly sure: 27%, adequately sure: 7%, not very sure: 4%, and not at all sure: 1%

· For those who chose English 5A: very sure: 37%, mostly sure: 31%, adequately sure: 18%, not very sure: 10%, not at all sure: 3%, and 1 % didn't know
Teachers, in the spring 2007 focus groups, reported on how well they though students placed themselves:

· English 5A/B teachers said they only had one or two students in each class that could have done well in English 10. When the teacher talked to them about it, some decided to stay. This challenged the teacher to give them assignments that would keep them interested. But it also allowed students to be a more knowledgeable peer in the classroom.

· English 10 teachers said that they had one or two students in each class who could have been better placed in English 5A. Some of these students surprised their teachers and rose to the occasion to do well in English 10 anyway.

· English 10 and 5A/B teachers reported that there were a handful of students who were deciding which class to take for what they considered the wrong reasons, ie: the amount of time it would take to get through the requirement, the workload of each class. As a group, the English 10 teachers noticed that it was usually students in athletics who were being pushed to take English 10.

How did students decide?

As you can see from the charts in Appendix A, students in both English 5A and English 10 relied mostly on these four elements to make their decision (in no particular order): 1) Dog Days orientation, 2) their High school grades in English, 3) discussion with counselors or other mentors, and 4) their confidence in reading and writing. In this fall’s semester survey, we have added the option to indicate how the amount of time an option would take played a part in students’ decisions. 

Were students given enough information to make the right choice: Liz Sansone in her thesis “Determining the Validity of DSP: A Study of the Predictive Validity of Directed Self-Placement at California State University Fresno” “69% of all students surveyed indicated that they were given enough information to make an accurate decision, 21% indicated that they were not given enough information, and 10% indicated they were unsure about whether or not they were given enough information.”

Of those 119 students [who said they were not given enough information to make the right choice], 26% indicated they were unclear about course goals and expectations before they chose the class; 20% indicated that course goals and expectations were different than what they understood when they chose the class 13% indicated they did not have enough access to information that would help them make a correct decision; 23% percent indicated they felt the information they received was inadequate and did not help them make a correct choice; and 18% indicated there were other reasons why they did not feel they were given enough information to make a correct choice.” (Sansone)

Are you glad to have the opportunity to choose your FYW class:  Sansone also writes, [. . . ] “91% of all students surveyed indicated that they were satisfied with having the opportunity to choose. 6% were unsure and only 3% indicated that they were not pleased with having the opportunity to choose.   [Broken] down by course, we find that 88% of the English 5A students were pleased with the opportunity to choose and 94% of the English 10 students were pleased with the opportunity to choose.” 

“Of those 22 students [who were not happy to have a choice], 4% indicated that they do not feel they are capable of making a decision regarding their placement; 25% indicated that teachers or administrators should make these kinds of decisions based on assessment tests or other measures of writing ability; 33% indicated that they do not think they were given enough information to make a good choice about their placement; and 29% indicated there were other reasons why they do not feel pleased with having the opportunity to choose which course to take.” (Sansone)
Student confidence:

Do you feel more confident about your writing than you did at the beginning of the semester (from the fall 2006 end of the semester student survey)?

E10: 81% Yes, 19% No

E5A: 84% Yes, 16% No

Teachers in the focus groups mentioned the important role of student confidence:

· 5A/B and 10 teachers reported that students knew the expectations, pacing, and work of the class coming in, so students were ready to get started.

· English 5A/B teachers reported that students were more confident in the course because they knew where they were supposed to be. They also reported that students felt more comfortable in the classroom community and because they consciously made the decision they know what they need to do.

· Teachers in English 10 reported that the students in that class seemed more prepared and were more confident about their writing. The teachers ended up expecting more from the students and they were able to get more accomplished in the class. In some cases, students who weren’t doing well were being held back by their confidence.  

Do teachers think students placed themselves well: “86% of teachers either agreed or strongly agreed that students placed themselves appropriately” (Sansone)

Has students’ morale improved? “Of the 12 teachers who did respond, 15% of teachers indicated that the morale was significantly improved from previous semesters, 69% indicated that the morale was generally improved, and 15% indicated no difference in student morale.” (Sansone)

Other observations:

· Learning Communities (teacher focus groups): English 5A/B teachers said that their class was like a learning community because by the second semester students knew each other and they see each other improve. The teacher was ready to start right in without the beginning of the semester orientation stuff, and students were prepared to get going as well. 

· Comparisons to the last program (teacher focus groups): teachers of both English 5A/B and 10 report that the range of students in their classes was less broad. One English 10 teacher said that teaching in the old system was very difficult because he had students whose needs weren’t met because he would have to go over basic stuff, which felt fundamental to some of the more accomplished students. An English 5A/B teacher said that in the old program, students felt like English 1 was a “dummy class” and that more prepared students felt that others were behind. This year students don’t feel that they are above anyone else because they decided to be there. 

Appendix A

Some charts to show what influenced students’ decisions. Students responded on a scale of 1-5 with 1 being the least helpful and 5 being the most helpful. A = English 10 students, B= English 5A students.

How did the descriptions of the options in the letter, brochure, or the web help you to make your choice?
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How did the questions about your reading and writing experiences influence your decisions?
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How much did the pacing of the class influence your decision?
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How much did discussions with counselors or other mentors influence your decision?
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Presentation at Dog Days orientation?
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Your EPT score?
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Your high school grade?
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Your confidence in reading and writing?
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