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December 2, 2013
Members Excused:
O. Benavides, L. Herzig, S. Lam, D. Lewis, W. Skuban, J. Slagter

Members Absent:
A. Alexandrou, I. Basurto, H. Deoghare, K. Dyer, G. Gechter, M. Gonsoulin, S. Kotkin-Jaszi, K. Lee, S. Lin, A. Nambiar, N. O’Brien (ASI), L. Rios, J. Wang
A meeting of the Academic Senate was called to order by Chair Williams at 4:05 p.m. in the Library Auditorium, Room 2206.

1.
Approval of the Agenda.  

MSC to approve the agenda.
2.
Approval of the Minutes of 10/14/13.
MSC to approve the minutes of 10/14/13.

3.
Communications and Announcements. 


A.
Vice President Smits to Retire.

President Castro announced that Dr. Peter Smits (Vice President for Advancement) will be retiring on June 30, 2014. A search for the next Vice president for Advancement will be conducted with the assistance of a search firm beginning in January 2014.

B.
Café Academy.

Provost Hoff announced that the last Café Academy of the semester will be held on December 3, 2013, 4-6pm in the Vintage Room.

C.
Provost’s Forum.

Provost Hoff announced that there will be a Provost’s Forum on Wednesday, December 4 at 2pm in HML 2206.

D.
Work-Life Balance Task Force.

Provost Hoff stated that the task force is being launched with its first meeting on December 11, 2013. There are 5 faculty, 5 staff, one representative from each of the 4 Divisions, the Associate Vice Presidents of Human Resources and Faculty Affairs, Provost Hoff, Vice President Cynthia Teniente-Matson (Administration), and 2 student representatives on the task force.
E.
WASC Review.

Associate Provost Zelezny thanked those Senators assisting with drafting the university’s self-study. John Shields, a former Agribusiness Professor and WASC Liaison, is providing guidance as well. Dr. Richard Winn, our WASC Liaison Officer, will be available to meet with the campus community on December 17. The off-site review will be conducted in two years, with the on-campus site team visit held the following year.
4.
Consent Calendar
A.
Department Name Change - Department of Geography to the Department of Geography and City & Regional Planning.
No objections were raised. This item was approved by consent.

5.
New Business
No new business was introduced.
6.
University Seal. 
Shirley Armbruster (University Communications) summarized the revised policy on the use of the university seal in academic communications.
7.
APM 315 Interim Policy and Procedures for Fingerprinting and Conducting Background Checks. 
Senator Tsukimura (Chair, Personnel Committee) presented the Personnel Committee’s responses to concerns raised by the Senate re: APM 315.
MSC to approve this policy as a permanent policy.

The Senate adjourned at 4:45 pm.

The next scheduled meeting of the Academic Senate will be announced.
An Agenda will be distributed prior to the meeting.
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