Sociology 175

Syllabus

Topics: 
1.  Research process 


Babbie, Practice of Social Research, chs. 1‑4

 2.  Measurement 

  

Babbie, Practice of Social Research, chs. 5

 3.  Sampling   



 Babbie, Practice of Social Research, ch. 7

 4.  Data collection 



 Babbie, Practice of Social Research, chs. 10, 8, 9

 5.  Data analysis 



 Babbie, Practice of Social Research, chs. 14‑17, Appendix A

Goals and Objectives: 

1.
To develop an understanding of the research process and its component parts (measurement, sampling, data collection, and data analysis). 

 
2.
To develop the ability to critically evaluate published research reports. 

3. To gain experience in preparing and writing research reports. 

Prerequisites:




All Tier One courses (i.e., Soc 1, 3, 25, and 130W or passing the Upper-Division Writing 


Examination) must be completed before enrolling in Sociology 175 (a Tier Two course).

Texts:
1.
Earl Babbie, The Practice of Social Research, Wadsworth, 2006 (eleventh edition).

2. The Sociology Writing Group,  A Guide to Writing Sociology Papers, Worth Publishers, 2001 (fifth edition).

3. Fred Pyrczak and Randall R. Bruce, Writing Empirical Research Reports, Pyrczak Publishing, 2005 (fifth edition).

4.
Linda Fiddler, Laura Hecht, Edward Nelson, Elizabeth Nelson, James Ross, SPSS for Windows Version 13 A Basic Tutorial, McGraw-Hill, 2005.  

Research

Report:  




See “Research Paper” on Blackboard.  A hard copy of your paper must be turned in by 

      December 11.  

Exams:




Two exams and final.  Make‑up exams will be given only if I'm notified prior to the exam 


that you will not be taking the exam and an acceptable reason given.  All make up exams 

      are given during the study days at the end of the semester.  There are no exceptions to this 

      policy.  The make-up exam for this class is Thursday, December 13 at 9:30am.  Tentative 

      dates for the exams are September 25 and October 30.  The final is scheduled for Thursday, 


      December 20 from 11:00am to 1:00pm.  

Exercise:


An exercise on observation in field research is required.  This exercise counts 5% of your 


semester grade.  It is due on November 1.

Grading:




The exams each count 20% of your semester grade.  The research report counts 

35% of your grade.  The observation exercise counts 5% of your grade.  Final letter grades are based on the following scale:  90-100% = A, 80-89% =B, 70-79%=C, 60-69%=D, below 60%=F.  Regular attendance is expected of all students.  The University’s policy on cheating and plagiarism will be enforced.  For information on the University’s policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, refer to the Schedule of Courses (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) or the University Catalog (Policies and Regulations).  
Students with Disabilities:



Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with disabilities 


will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation. For more information, 


contact Services to Students with Disabilities in Madden Library 1049 (278-2811).

Changes to Syllabus:




This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.  


If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while 


you were absent.  All changes to the syllabus including all changes in exams or assignments 


must be confirmed by the instructor in person (not on BlackBoard or by email).  

Instructor:



Edward Nelson


Social Sciences, Room 209A


Extension 2275


E-mail: ednelson@csufresno.edu 

Office Hours:


Monday, Wednesday, 9:30am to 11:00am;


Tuesday, Thursday, 9:00 to 9:30am and 10:45 to 11:15am;


and by appointment
