Sociology 3

Fall, 2007
M,W,F 8:00-8:50
M,W,F 11:00-11:50

Syllabus

Office Hours: 
Monday, Wednesday, 9:30 to 11:00; Tuesday, Thursday, 9:00 to 9:30, 10:45 to 11:15; and by appointment

Office Location: SS209A

Office Telephone: ext. 2275

Email: ednelson@csufresno.edu

Department: SS211A, ext. 2234

Course Description: Introduction to critical thinking and sociological analysis, evaluation of popular and sociological interpretations of social phenomena, analysis of computerized data sets.

General Education: meets the GE Critical Thinking requirement.

Course Goals and Student Learning Outcomes:

At the successful completion of the course, students will be able to:

· Recognize the importance of critical thinking skills in society and learn to use them in the analysis of social life and social issues
· Analyze and evaluate premises and conclusions in arguments to reach conclusions based on sound inferences from clear statements of knowledge or belief

· Understand the relationship between logic and language and the importance of clear communication and careful reasoning

· Demonstrate competence developing, analyzing, and evaluating deductive and inductive arguments

· Identify and avoid common formal and informal fallacies in language

· Use basic methods of data analysis including statistical analysis using SPSS for Windows

· Write clear, well-organized research papers that include coherent arguments supported by relevant evidence and demonstrate quantitative analysis using crosstabulations and appropriate statistics

The following are the general education goals for all courses meeting the critical thinking requirement.  An educated person must be able to read critically, communicate effectively, and think clearly. Students completing courses in this area will be able to:
· Identify the relationship of language and logic.

· Analyze, criticize, and advocate ideas

· Reason inductively and deductively

· Reach factual or judgmental conclusions based on sound inferences drawn from unambiguous statements or knowledge or belief.

· Recognize and define the structure of informal arguments

· Identify and distinguish the most common formal and informal fallacies of language and thought

· Distinguish matters of fact from issues of judgment or opinion.

· Identify and provide examples of the role of critical thinking in society.
Books: 

·     The Elements of Reasoning by Ronald Munson and Andrew Black (Thomson Wadsworth, 2006)
· Making Sense of the Social World by Daniel F. Chambliss and Russell K. Schutt (Pine Forge Press, 2006)

· SPSS For Windows Version 13.0 A Basic Tutorial (McGraw-Hill Custom Publishing, 2005) (also available on web site: http://www.csub.edu/~jross/projects/spss) 
BlackBoard Site:  There is a BlackBoard site for this course.
Course Policies and Procedures:
Attendance

Regular attendance and participation are expected of all students. 

Tests and Papers

· Two exams during the semester and a comprehensive final exam.  Exams are part essay and part multiple-choice/true-false.  Exams are tentatively scheduled for October 5 and November 2.  The final is scheduled for Wednesday, December 19 from 8:45am to 10:45am for the 8:00am class and for Monday, December 17 from 11:00am to 1:00pm for the 11:00am class.
· Written assignments involve critical thinking and the analysis of social data. There will be two papers analyzing public opinion data.  Papers are tentatively due on November 28 and December 12.
Make-up exams or late papers.  Make-up exams will be permitted only if an acceptable reason is presented before the exam.  All make up exams are given during the study days at the end of the semester.  There are no exceptions to this policy.  The make-up exam is Friday, December 14 at the regular class meeting time.  Late papers will be accepted for one week and marked down three percentage points for each school day late.  At the end of one week, late papers automatically become an “F” (except in extraordinary situations).  

Extra Credit.  Up to 12 points of extra credit may be earned throughout the semester.  Extra credit assignments will involve findings examples of specific concepts that we have discussed in class.  Examples should come from newspapers and should be cut out of the newspaper and taped or stapled to an 8.5” by 11.0” sheet of paper.  They may also come from news reports on http://yahoo.com or http://msn.com.  Print the article from the web site, cut out the relevant section, and tape or staple it to an 8.5” by 11.0” sheet of paper.  Indicate the name of the newspaper or the URL of the website and the date of the source from which you took it.  Indicate the concept that the article is an example of and describe how it illustrates the concept we discussed in class.  Each example is worth a maximum of 1 point.  Examples will be graded on the basis of how well it illustrates the concept we discussed in class and how well you described the example.  Topics for extra credit assignments and the due dates will be posted on BlackBoard under Assignments/Extra Credit.  Late extra credit assignments will not be accepted.

Do Not Email Assignments.  All assignments should be given to the instructor in class or placed in his mail box in the Sociology Office (SS211A).  Please do not email assignments.  Sometimes emails from students do not reach the instructor.
Grading Policy and Procedures
Exams and papers are assigned points, and final letter grades are based on the following scale:

90-100% = A, 80-89% =B, 70-79%=C, 60-69%=D, below 60%=F.  Exams and the final are each worth 40 points maximum; the papers are also each worth 40 points maximum. So there are 200 possible points for course.  

University Policies including Cheating and Plagiarism 

University policies including those regarding classroom conduct, cheating and plagiarism will be followed.  Students are responsible for understanding these polices.  Refer to the General Catalog or the Schedule of Courses for details.  

· Cheating involves ”fraudulent and deceptive acts for the purpose of improving a grade or obtaining course credit.”  Although this usually occurs in relation to examinations, it is not limited to exams but includes any action intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means.  Students should not turn in the same project (or parts of the same project) for two different classes without specific permission from both instructors.  Students may not use the same writing in more than one general-education course with a mandated writing requirement because the intent of the GE requirement is to require students to do more writing.  

· Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating related to the misuse of published and/or unpublished works of another person by representing that material as ones own work.  Penalties for cheating and plagiarism depend on the seriousness of the situation.  Students may be given an F grade for the assignment or an F grade in the course with a “Cheating/Plagiarism Report” filed in the student’s permanent academic record.  Please read the excellent discussion of plagiarism by Earl Babbie on the web at http://www.csub.edu/ssric-trd/howto/plagiarism.htm. 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation. For more information, contact Services to Students with Disabilities in Madden Library 1049 (278-2811).

Changes to Syllabus


 This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.  If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while you were absent.  All changes to the syllabus including all changes in exams or assignments must be confirmed by the instructor in person (not on BlackBoard or by email).
