
WRITING A METHOD 
SECTION



METHOD SECTION 

• The section of an APA-style empirical research report in which the method is described in detail

• Should be detailed enough to replicate  

• Using one of the three basic formats discussed in your textbook / the handout 

• Writing in the past tense (pretend you already did your study) will save you time later on 

• Must include a copy of your informed consent 



METHOD

• Participants

• Materials (this is only required for complex materials that need a lot of explanation) 

• Design 

• Procedure





PARTICIPANTS

• Participants 

• Who

• Sampling method

• How many

• Compensation

• Demographics

• Age 

• Gender

• Ethnicity

The participants subsection indicates how many participants there were, the number of women and men, 
some indication of their age, other demographics that may be relevant to the study, and how they were 
recruited, including any incentives given for participation.







MATERIALS/MEASURES

• Only need subheading if you have complex stimuli or measures 

• If you are using a pre-existing instrument you will need a materials section

•²ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ L± ŀƴŘ 5±Κ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎΚ Iƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ κ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
effective (i.e. reliable and valid)? 

• Was there stimuli or a manipulation? What was it? Why was this Effective (i.e. used in previous study)? 





DESIGN

• Design is overall structure

• Correlational? Quasi? Experimental?

• Independent and dependent variables?

• For your study you should only have one IV and one DV

• How were the variables operationally defined?

• The design of a study is its overall structure. What were the independent and dependent variables? Was 
the independent variable manipulated? Was the IV randomly assigned, and if so, was it manipulated 
between or within subjects? How were the variables operationally defined? How were they measured? 
Think of this as a blueprint that provides enough information for another researcher to replicate your 
study. 



PROCEDURE

• Procedure is how study was carried out

• What did participants do?

• What did researchers do behind the scenes?

• άtŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΣ ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀ ōƭƻŎƪ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘǊƛŀƭǎΣ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀ ōƭƻŎƪ ƻŦ нл ǘŜǎǘ ǘǊƛŀƭǎΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘǿƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜōǊƛŜŦŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎǳǎŜŘΦέ

• The procedure is how the study was carried out. It often works well to describe the procedure in terms 
of what the participants did rather than what the researchers did.







APPENDIX (APPENDICES) 

• The place to display information that would be 
distracting within the paper itself. 

• Informed Consent 

• Questionnaires 

• Stimuli 

• Must include an in text reference to the 
appendix in the method section 

• Label with letters .. i.e. Appendix A, Appendix B, 
etc. 

• The order is determined by the order in which 
they are mentioned in the body of the paper 


