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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO
5200 N. Barton Avenue, M/S ML 34
Fresno, California 93740-8014
Office of the Academic Senate

Phone: (559) 278-2743						Fax: (559) 278-5745

Friday, February 21, 2020

HML 4115 (Haak conference room)
 
 
1.      Approval of Agenda
2.      Approval of Minutes
3.      Communications and Announcements
4.      Old Business
		a. GE Themes/ Working Group/ Policy
		b. ENGL114
5.     New Business
		a. WS124
6.      New Course Proposals
7.      Tabled Items
a.     CE-161
b.     CE-180A
8.     Adjournment
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
	Member
	College
	Notes / Attendance

	Devendra Sharma
	CAH
	 x

	Aaron Schuelke
	CAH
	x 

	Yertai Tanai
	CSB
	 

	Steven Payne
	CSM
	x 

	Michael Bishop
	CSM
	x 

	Chadley James (Chair)
	CSS
	 x

	Lynn Williams
	JCAST
	x 

	Yushi Ahn
	LCOE
	 

	Erica Lassen, Guest
	Articulation
	 x

	Chris Beck
	ASI Student Rep
	x 

	Kathy Dunbar
	Student Affairs
	x 

	Bernadette Muscat
	Undergraduate Studies
	x 

	Melissa Jordine, Guest
	University assessment
	x 

	Christina Luna
	KSOEHD
	 


 
 
Minutes

Agenda - approved unanimously
Minutes - Approved with one abstention - Michael Bishop 

Communications

Kathy presented a new GE poster for students, which was received well by the committee.   

Melissa discussed changes being made to APM 215 regarding GE language being removed. Changes are primarily wording changes. Changes will be posted for review in the share drive.

Aaron asked if there were updates regarding potential ethnic studies requirement. Dr. Muscat updated regarding the forum that was held. Approx. 40 attendees. Concerns were brought up regarding if this requirement would impact GE or 120 unit minimum, overlay for existing courses, questions regarding the “international” of MI requirement, financial questions, narrow definition of ethnic groups in description, and lack of consultation with council for ethnic studies. Students and faculty were in favor, but did have concerns about local control. 

Two different resolutions: Legislation AB 1460 requires ethnic studies requirement and has more breadth and is still in committee, while CSU Senate resolution is much more specific (e.g. GE requirement, lower division) in scope. There were concerns regarding how these requirements would impact transfer students, and possibly having the requirement only able to be completed at a CSU campus. Any other updates will be shared with the committee.

Old Business

Working Themes Group

Group met for the first time today. Will reach out to ASI regarding having undergraduate student involvement in the theme process. Melissa and Kathy will develop a student survey for current students regarding feedback on themes in different scenarios. 


ENGL 114 Review

Yushin provided feedback in favor of the course. Devendra brought up concern with the course regarding the content of the course, and does not feel that the course fully fulfilled GE requirements. These specifically concerned the removal of language in the course description that reduced the scope of the course and was not consistent with IC learning outcomes. Additional concerns were brought up regarding if this course would be accessible for non-English students taking this as a GE course, as well as significantly altering the topic of the course to be inconsistent with the course title (i.e. not necessarily a “world” course). 

Concern is that tailoring of the course for the major requirements comes at the expense of GE applicability. It was approved unanimously to send suggestions to English to make revisions to course descriptions. Revisions would be chair-only. 

New Business

WS 124

Yertai volunteered to evaluate the new course. Melissa volunteered to be the second reviewer from the College of Social Sciences. 

Tabled Items

Courses remained tabled. 


Adjournment at 1:03 pm



